
 

 

 

 

Clara Schumann: Prodigy, Muse, Virtuoso 

Programme 

1. Brahms - Intermezzo op.119 No.2 (5’) 

2. Clara Schumann - Scherzo, Op.10 and Romance, Op.21 No.3 (total 10mins) 

3. Chopin - Impromptu no.1 (5mins) 

5. Schumann - Faschingsschwank aus Wien op.26 (25 min) 

6. Schumann/Liszt - Widmung & Fruhlingsnacht (from Myrthen) (total 8mins) 

 

Clara Schumann was born Clara Wieck on September 13th, 1819. Encouraged by her (by all accounts 

extremely controlling) father Friedrich, she gave her first concert with an orchestra at the age of 

eight, playing a concerto by Mozart. From early on, music would be her means of expression before 

all others. Clara composed the Scherzo in today’s programme in 1838. By then she was 18 years old, 

and she had been composing and playing piano music for more than a decade and was already a 

sensation across Europe. The Romance was written much later, in 1853. 

Clara championed the music of many of the great composers of the Romantic era including Johannes 

Brahms, Friedrich Chopin and her husband Robert Schumann. Brahms was just 20 years old when he 

first met Clara, in 1853. Over the course of the next 40 years they wrote each other countless letters. 

He composed this Intermezzo in 1893, at a time when he had thought he had given up writing music 

for good. Clara’s friendship with Brahms was tempestuous, yet it lasted until her death in 1896. 

Recognising before many others of her time the ground-breaking genius of Friedrich Chopin’s music, 

Clara programmed a Chopin piece in every recital she gave until the end of her life. Through her, 

works such as the Impromptus gained enormous popularity with audiences across Europe. 

The main musical relationship in Clara’s life was also her most personal - with Robert Schumann, 

who would become her husband. Schumann had lived in the Wieck household as a student of Clara’s 

father, and a strong affection developed between the two young people.  

In 1840 Robert wrote his ‘Carnival Jest from Vienna’ for Clara. ‘It will amuse you greatly,’ he wrote to 

her, and the work perfectly fulfils the requests she was making to him to compose for her a piece 

that would show off both his composing talents and her strength and agility as a performer. They 

married later that year, and on the eve of their wedding Robert presented Clara with a ‘bouquet’ of 

songs, Myrthen. The first of them is entitled Widmung or Dedication, and it is one of the most 

glorious love songs ever written. Here Reiko performs Widmung and Frühlingsnacht in Liszt’s 

sensitive arrangement. 

 


